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off in termg of money and support and so forth. It was a
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very cruel thing $p do because we did a lot of good there,

we provided ideas and strategy and support, and we still

could have bean halpful. But that kind of segregating
people and hlocking pecople from helping is really wrong. -

Anyway, 1 really didn’'t keep track of them that much excép

what I read in the newspapers. I'd occasicnally see Chavez 2:;!
or Huerta or other pecple from the union. But during the ;
'88 period, I did get involved in a support system around f
Chavez's fast, first of all, because he was endangering his ;
life again and had to stop a8t one paint, and secondly, -;

because the farm workars movement needed thie kind of
attention, because a lot 0f people get lazy in terms of
farm worker corganizing and other wovements, as well.
They're just sort of around for a while, but in the long
pull, they don't last, and you need long-distance runners
in these efforts. And I insisted the Kennedys getting in
there, too; I warked with them on that, a little sadvice and
logistical support, and then went up with a group by bus to
Delano to be a participant there. I also tried to get
[Michael $.] bDukakis in there, but Dukakis was one of those
liberal Democrats who wouldn't touch the issue, And I
pulled out all my political strings on the ma%to get

N e,

Dukakis in there. Then we also negotiated for his son, his

wife, a telegram, a telephone call, some way of indicating

AL
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his support, but we got turned down. Other peocple were

N SR ETER

making this efforf, too. And I was told by one of the

offices of the farm workers that the reason for it was that o =

he didn't think it would help him politically in the
state. Well, ha was wrong abaut that. And Tony Coelho, ®o
member of Ceongress from that area, also was against him
going in there, because Coellw wes doing this corparate 'x\,;,hé

Democratic Party coalition work end probably getting money

nmidig;

from the growers into his cempaign and into the Demccratic
£
party, which was his strategy:ldeal with the

I aéntak B

corporations. "We got the votes, you're not going to get
the house away from us, we've got the committees, give us
y0u;q;oney." It became that crass and that ocold, and the
farm workers movement suffered bhecause of 1t and so did
Dukakis. I don't think the farm workers union was that
strong in '88, but they etill had strong appeal in liberal
groups, among farm workers who votad around the state, and
for Dukakxis to ignore that was a seriocus political error on
his part.

CONNORS: How do you see the farm workers future as a
union?

SCHRADE: Bleak, becausse it's a difficult movement to keep
golng. It takes a lot of money and attention and people.
Rank-and=file farm workers are poor, still mistreated,

they're isolated, their jobs are on @ temporary hasis on

i Vi
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and off the farms, 80 you have m floating group of

people. And I 17& don't know the answer anymore i'.t.ght_ '

nn‘hmhh.

now. You can get\ﬁnather novement started. It's difficult

vl MM

to regenerate that because people get tired and
apathetic. Damocrat majorities in state legislature are -
important, a Democratic governor 1s important. My dream

back in the sixties was that we have a statewide vote, that

the legislature would just say, "Look, this is a

particuiarly difficult sitvation for union organizing and

pecple deserve unions, it's a way to deal with problems,

HE abilNt B

it’s not really bad for employers to have unions, we've had
good experience that way in this country.* That you'd just
have a statewlde vote at some point, and people vote
vwhather thesy want a unicn to represent tham or not. And
the union becomes a state union, not sanctioned necessarily
by tha stata--it's an indepandent organization--but some
sort of democratic process take place with everybody
involved at one time rather than a hit or miss, ranch by
ranch, farm by farm, group by group, this season that
season—— I just think it's practically impoeseible to do it
the way it's been going.

CONNORS: Who 4did you approach on this?

SCHRADE: I've talked to Chavaz about it from time to time,
but it's nevar baan a propogition before. 1 talked to Pat

Brown ahout it at one point. Poor Pat, he failed the farm

o305
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workers union at a critical moment, although he's

wonderful. As I;.“H Telling you about hig support for tha

vote to reliasve DiGiorgic with a sweatheart agreement with

the Teamsters. That vote he helped set up, where the farm 3

iy

workers' union won the vote and finally got a contract.
But he wouldn't appear in Sacramento at the end of that

march. There was one great moment when Bill Kircher and I

==
were together talking to him, It was a memcorial day )
weekend and Pat had taken hig family to Palm Springs %
[California]~--he was at Frank Silnatra's house. And his ;
first grandchild was there. BSo when Bill Kircher said to ;

him, "Yes, vyou saild to me that this i1s your opportunity to
see your first grandchild an this weekend, but you did go
up to"~~I think it was--*Livermcre [California], your
weekand@ at Livermore on this new accelerator program, you
broka that." And he said, "I think this is more
important. I;“;zﬁéadit's ﬁdj%mportant to your
granddaughterﬁﬁhat she should not be reading in the history
books when she gets into elementary school that you ware
defeated for office because you failed to appear for the
farm workers rally in Sacramentoc where they asked you to
attend.” And sura snough, Paot was defeated, in part
bacause of his fmillure to reslly give leadership in this
area, even though the Farm Workers union supported him in

his efforts. But [Ronald W.] Reagan defaated him that

# ol
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year. And often times after that Pat would say, "You and
Chavez killed m[%ut year.” You know, “"Come on, Pat."”
[laughter] He uoﬁia be kidding mbout it, but I think he
was partly serious that we were not meking the best effort
possible in his reelection campaign. But we did. He
didn't meke the best effort. He never learned that lesson.™:
I guess.

CONNORS: As a leader, has--7

SCHRADE: But I think, back to that, that was typical
Kircher, too. That was a really coldblooded shot on Pat.

it was a valid one to make, but Kircher was really good st
SQing things like that. ©f course, I didn’'t hear his side
of the conversation, but I'm sure Pat suffared, because Pat
would really be depressed over having heard scmething like
that.

CONNORS: As a leader, Chavez was very effective and very
visible for a very long period of time.

SCHRADE: Uh-huh. [affirmative]

CONNORS w;; he eclipsed? Or, once the farm werkers'
novement becama a union, waa he more or less overcome with
just the basic task, the bureaucratic task of the
presidency of the union?

SCHRADE: No, I don't think those things really decide the
movenent. I think events around him, the external things,

were much more Iimportant. Bacause in '68, death of King,

}e"'&m
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death of Kannedy, the War on Foverty going down tha tubes
because of Jo ?' war in Vietnam, that whole thing
diverted a lot of‘poople'ﬂ attention away from the farm
workers' movement. And then Reuther got into a
confrantatipon with Meany, we left the AFL-CIC. Reuther's :

attention, which was a prime mover in helping the farm

workers, was diverted, mes wall. I just think evanta

aovertook him and superceded the farm workers' movement.

FY %L

And with Nixon in the White House, that hurt the farm

workers. With Reagan in the governor's position, that hurt

a8 W Rl -

the farm workers. I just think politically, socially, the
climate and events just put the farm workers' movement on
the back burner and strengthened the resolve of the
growers, bacauge they were politically more potent with the
change in leadership of the state at that point.
CONNORS: With the upper hand.
SCHRADE: Yeah. We were leaving the silxties where social-
political movements could develop this way. But a lot of
it you can just lay it at the door of the war in Vietnas
because it destroyed the War on Poverty, it destroyed
Johnson, and we just lost the leadership cut there.

It was fortunate, though, that Chavez wasn't
assassinated during that period, beceuse that was sort of
the-=- ¥You know, Kennedy, King, Malcolm X, Chavez, all the

really great guys aut there were knocked off. And it was

yf%ﬁ;
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soon after that we found there was a pantract out on

Chavez's life by : pf the growers. There's a guy, one

FTIF N ITEINTES

of the informants of the Treasury Department, Food,

R

Alcohel, Tobacco, Firearms group, who spilled his guts
sabout being involved in that. We did a whole media thing
at point. But that was ‘72, 1 think. But during that N
period, this sort of thing was going on. And Chavaz% life | ii;%;
was always in danger.

CONNORS: Well, that must take a toll on a person.

SCHRADE: Yeah, yeah.

bl iomblie 1 11|

CONMNORS: You know, you're constantly in the limelight.
You must want--

SCHRADE: And in danger.

CONNORS: Yeah, yeah.

SCHRADE: And then, after the fast in '68, he went
downhill. That's another part of it. It wasn't just the
events and the politicel climate, but he was on his back,
he was in bed for nine months after the '68 fast where
Kennedy appeared and we appeared with our support im March

of '69. Then, for nine monthe, he was out of commission

pretty much, under extreme pain, ing to meetingsh‘n
Friday evanings.

CONNCRS: So that fast ruined his health.

SCHRADE: Ruined his health, yesah. Because he had back

injuries from his farm labor work earlier, and what

&
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happened was the fast destroyad a lot of his muscle

I’ IEFNERE

That'e whare Ted E;nnedy came in with great service along

-
—
-

with Marian Moses, who was his nurse at that point--now a
doctor and doing a lot of the pesticide sztuff. She cama

O .
with the idea of getting Dr. Janst [G.] Trjvell out, who

="
]
-3

was the Kennedy back doctor. She dealt with Ted's back

problem when he was injured in a plane crash with Jack r
Kennedy. Probably saved Jack Kennedy's life because :
seurgery was just killing him, 8he finally got him into i

therapy, phygical therapy, and the rocking chair, and all
this sort of thing.

Well, nway and I were in Delanc in '69 when this
wag going on, and Marian said ta me, "Can you get to Ted
Kernady to see 1f you can get Tfﬁ?ell out here. Wa're also “//
going through some other channels to get her out." So
Conway and I went to Washington that night--Jack wasg living
there; I was still in L.A. I remember Jack called Ted at
home, and the next morning Ted said, "Janet will be out
there in two weeks.”™ I picked her up. She was a wonderiful
woman, sort of an Eleanor Roosevelt type; a big, boney
woman with lots of enargy and excitement. I drove her to
Delano and she spent about three or four days with him,

analyzing him, met with his doctor and nurse and eo forth.

Finally, there was one particular meoment in this when

. 1' ~
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she assembled the executive board of the farm workers union

.y i M hd'): 1

around this bed iggge he had been lying for so long in
great pain, and she had this muecle map of his beck showing

)

where all the stress was and the pain was coming from. The 28
muscle spasms were all colored in. She explained to the g.

board what the problem was and how it was golng to be

resolved, and she said, "We'rs geoing to atart right now.” w¢i
She gave Chavez a copy of a medical jourmal. She said, "I d
want you to put this under your right butt and I want you :
t0 turn over", becausa he was in this fetal position. It f
was the only position where he had some relief from the E

pain. He sald, “No! Being on my back that wag i3 the
warst possible thing. It's the greatest pain}L/Sha gaid,
"No, trust me." So he rolled over this and bang, total
pain gone. The way she explained it was that everybody is
built asymmetrical, and he's more asymmetrical, off-
balance, in his bone, muscle structure than anybody alse.
That was Jack Kennedy's problem, tooc. And so, you've got
to make adjustments in your body, which was putting a pad
in the shorte, or sitting on & pad in a chair, relewveling
his shoes, and he said, "I don't want to go around with
thick soles.* 5hae said, "No, we'll put some of it in one
shoe and soma of it on the other heel so--"

CONNORS: Yeah, it's a compansation.

SCHRADE: Yeah, this compensatian of the body structure.

Ao



And, God, this guy began functioning pretty much after
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thet. Then she % swimming poal stuff with him, tiee—bar

rs. Aand Ahere was

e bl

this seventy-five year old woman lying on the side cof the
pool with Chavez telling him what motions to go through.

S0 that recovery was really important during that

perfad, and that's when he got back into the Coachella e
| G
atrike and the march to &Leaekaelda. But again, I think

essentially the political-social climate was so bad, became

and started getting bad during that period, that the farm

' THT I Tt

workers movement went downhill, and his own injury also
added to that. But I think mainly the political climate.
CONNORS: Well, we're almost out of tape here.

SCHRADE: Good! [laughter]

CONNORS: I think that was a pretty thorough discusgion of
the farm workers. _gaybe next time we can talk about soma
0of the watts uprisiia activity and the Labor Community
Action Coomittee. Is that the correct name for that?
SCHRADE: Watts Labor Community Action Committee. Yeah,
aone of the other things in the political thing was when
King came out against the war, that began demaging the
civil rights movenent, because those pecplse who were not
really against the war then relievad thamsalves of suppart
for the civil rights movement, That 1 think happensd €0

Chavez, too, because his support af Robert Kennedy and his

Yl



getting involved in the antiwar movemant was raally

icularly with George Meany, whare they

R  BIJEIN

confrontaticnal,
were getting a lot of support for organizing but not for

that kind of politice. So that was all part of the

I H 4 M1

political equation that was ¢going on there.
CONNDRS: It's true. The strands of these movements all
come together and-- o
SCHRADE: Yeah. It's okay for King to be for voting rights
and for public accommodation rights, but challenging the

war, as did Chavez then, too, it became unacceptahle ta

MR F R iR

some of the power elite.
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CONNORS: 1I'd like to start talking this time about the UAW

T SFECAEE

[United Auto Workers] and the civil rights movement, your

experience of varicus aspects of what happened from 1963, 3

the wmarch on Washington, through the Watts uprising and

some of the aftermath of that. Flrst off, Walter [P.]

Reuther was a prominent figure in the March on Washington ¥

in 1963, and a few others of the labor movement were ba

there. 1 was wondering if it was a decision on the part of E
. e

say the AFL-CIO [American Federation of Labor-Congress of
Industrial Organizations] Executive Council not to support
it or-- What were tha peolitics thera? I know you may not
have been there, but you may have.

SCHRADE: I was there.

CONNORS: You werea there,

SCHRADE:; Yes, We helped organize the march. Walter had a
very close relationship with Martin Luthar King [Jr.], and
I believe I mentiocned this once before that 1 first met
King in Walter's cffice in elthesr—I68—ox '59 when they
began dolng strategy togethar. And Walter's association
with Jack [John F.] Kennedy also helpad Martin Luther King
make that connection, and he was helpful in developing the
Kennadys into allias rather than kird of neutral parties as

they were early an. BHut the march, in terms of AFL-CIOQ

Tl



involvemen?hceorge Maany had this concept that any kind cf
)

strest damonstrat&n wag a communist idea, forgetting all

the revoluticnary activities of the labor movement and

111 ||1{i| Thlidikd & 114 ¢ ¢

Amaricans {n the earliest days in trying tco deal with

political and economic problems. Walter reported to us on'H

the bpard that Meany would make statements like, "Well,

there will ha riots, thare will ba blocd in the streets if

we da this." And he even carried this pver into one of our

]

efforts to builld a rally of workers on unemployment to

demand jobs. Sc the official policy was not tc get

TN 3R ]

invelved, although the UAW and other unions were thare, but
a small number in comparison to the total. Sco the march
was a wonderful thing. It really brought together a number
of groups, African-Americans as well as whites who really
wanted to deal with problems of race and economic rights.
So it wag a real successg, and I think it demongtrated to
the Kennedy administration that there was a real power
developing behind tha c¢ivil rights movement. There was a

maeting afterwards which,%mm_lmﬂ

<::;;;hg with King and other civil righte leaders attended

with Kennedy in the White House. &nd Walter set that up.
That was the kind of thing he was able to do, to bring
iy ate " .
people togethar to with the powers so that
s of the—
thelsivil rightes movement got recognition and support.

CONNQRS: At that march in 1963, August '63, King was not

ad
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that initially visible in that thing. I understand that he
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was not supposed:%:_have been one of the major forces. iHe

happsned to heppen, but he gave s speech which went down in

history. But there were others who seem to have been

overshadowad like A. Philip Randolph, Bayard Rustin, and
some of these people. Was that something on King's part
that was a movement towards on his own part? Not a power 'P“.Fsa

grab, but some way to bring himself out in distinction from

FY TR |

same of the others in the cozalition?

SCHRADE: W%Well, most of the other black leaders were

Brlk ri'atbét SR

attached to institutions rather than the civil rights
movenent. They were participants in the movement, but King
was out there leading, end cbviously the most sloguent and
commanding person in giving leadership. S0 I think it was
a kind of a natural development of King beyond just tha
speech. It was a great speech, but he had to be in that
position to make that speech. So 1 think people recognized
that this was where the real leadership was coming from.
CONNCRS: 1In organizing for that march, what groups did you
deal with? Or did the UAW--?2

SCHRADE: Well, we mainly tried to get people cut of the
UAW thare, from Detrolt and from Ohio, Pennsyivania, Naw
York, and we had a large group of people. We organized
buses and trains to get thers so that we'd have enocugh

people there to make it a real demonstration along with the

s H2
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v_&éZt,_,*_;fSB’ AB soon as we left the Birminghem alrport where he
| wL?/‘ picked ma up he said, "Look, you've got UAW matarials with

e b ———— e e o —— AT LA - — -

B 1

other civil rights groups and unions doing the same thing,
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church groups. q%rches ware always involved in this.

CONNORS: Ag the.éhurch groups were involved, ong thing ws

didn't talk about last week regarding the farm workers was 3
same of the--

SCHRADE: And the antiwar movement.

CONNORS: The UAW setuck with the svents of the civil rights -

movement throughout that perfod. I know Waltar was at

Ml ¢ o

Selma [Alabama], for the march to Montgomery. Were you

involved in that, too?

Nh Vet

SCHRADE: Well, that was not the march to Montgamery. King
asked Walter to come down becsuse thare was te be a major

event at the Brown Chapel! in Selma, which was still behind
barricades with tha gheriff and the local pelice

surrounding the place. And imminent was a federal court
decision which would allow marching in Selma, because there

had been a2 ban by the powers that be in Alabama. I went

down for that. I had to be in Texas for a UAW meeting, so

1 flew over the night before and drove down with a staff

member of the UAW in Birmingham. We werse to meet Walter;

he was coming in on & chartered plane. And I was scared ziﬂdeth
that night besause—is-was, John Barnett who was the @.f,f/ UM

e

yvou and identification, and if we get stopped in any small

e



town, wa areg in trouble.* And he pulled a .38 out of his
glove compartmengii?n extra box of shellr, and he said, “be

preparad.” He Bdia, "Keep your ssat belts on, because if a

sheriff gtarts chasing us in one of these small towns, I'm Ee
going to run, I'm going to drive and get away bacause wa
just can't handle that kind of confrontation thess days." .
8¢, Jesus, you know! [laughter] Nothing really happened “ e
that night, but it was very tense.

Then we got to a hotel, and he lied to the hotel that

we were from the media in Birmingham and not from the UAW

et bidtdlE- N 1N

just to get a room and not be tagged. So we went out in
the countryside, a small airport, to pick up Walter, -erd
knew where Walter was going to be staying early in the day
before the demonstration. So we were there to pick him up
with a couple of other people from Detroit. So wa sat in
the countryside out there with these pick-up trucks with
shotguns in them going by all the time, and we were just
parked there, you know, dressed well, and obviously could
have been targets, but nothing diXe—tmt really happened.
S0 Walter's plana came in. We him dgifced to &
house, some residence in Selma, and we waited until we went
over to tlle Brown Chapel.

Then there was s8inging and praying, smed out an the
barricades, the sheriff was thera and all the law

enforcement people--we were singing at them. Finally, the

e
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court order came through, and we broke through the
barricades and marched downtown. Walter and some church

o B L

leaders and Martin Luther King were up at the head. My

experience there was interesting because I was with Jack

oL |

Edwards, wha was the first black member of the ULAW
International Executive Board, and May Reuther, and May "-; ‘

in between us. And here a bleck guy marching with a white

o

woman, we got all kinds of profanity and people spitting _
towards us and this sort of thing and jeering us. It was 5
again a very tense situstion. And we were holding up ;
traffic, end that made peopla very angry as we marched g

through. But there was enough police protection at that
point, and there was no real events.

So it was a good day, very tense, Walter was there
and spoke from the steps of the federal courthouse as did
King and & couple of other people. Again, it was one of
these comings togethar of the labor movement and the civil
rights amovement, which 1 thought was very essential.
CONNORS: Would that have been in 19657
SCBRADE: 'Sixty-five, yeah. Sounds right.
CONNORS: April of '65, I think. I have an article from

UAW Solidarity here, April of '65, and it's called

*Selma: Anvil of Freedom.™ I guess 1t covere this meeting

that you're talking about.

CONNORS: BSoon after this Selma march, i1f that was the one

Ay :z.ﬂ



in April of '65--
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SCHRADE ¢ Soundﬂi&&sht
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CONNORS: =--Watte explodad Ln what is called the uprising-
SCHRADE: By the way, ﬁ% also the night that
president Lyndon [B.] Johnson spoke to the joint Bession ¢
Congress. And I remember leaving Selma in a car after the
very stressful day. One woman in Selma said, "Thank you N 'qéé
for coming down. It was wonderful” and so forth. and I
rememher saying to her, "You'va got to live hera with this

shit going on. You've got the tough time." And really,

JdE 1A B HIW- -

Johnson's speech, when he wound up saying "we shall
overcome” brought tears to my ayes, because there was some
hope. The fact that things happened in such a good way in
Selma that day, and then with Johnson coming through with a
strong civil rights message, which then took me back to the
1960 convention where Jochnson, in trying to mediate the
problems with the Kennedy suppeorters, came out forthrightly
with a strong civil rights message in support of the most
liberal Demacratic platform on ¢ivil rights in the history
of the party. Aand his experience with Kennedy and now with
the ¢ivil rights movement led him to doing something about
civil rights legislation. BSo it was a joyous time in a
very important way.

CONNORS: In going to Selma and-- How wes that whole thing

organized? Did you know beforehand who the contact person

320
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was to meet? Or was there a center for where it was all .

8 Fil & 3R]

happening and yoy&i?uld go and report and say, "I'm here”?

SCHRADE: Well, Jobhn Barnett knew. He was the resident rep

for the union in Birmingham. Sc, when I found out walter

"YERWET 1

was going and that I could work out my schedule and checked:'

it out with Walter, I wanted to join him there. X

contacted Barnett, and Barnett picked me up, and he knew o h@

T

where Walter was coming in, the hayfield he landed in, and

Bl .1

knew what family-- We stayed with a black family during the

morning after Walter got in, beceuse it was quite early

W bn 20 e il

when he got in, until we went to Brown Chapel. So Barnett
really coordinated sll that.

CONNORS: What about the other unicns present? I know that
by this time the AFL-CIO was pretty much coming around to
being public and ocutspoken in it's support for civil
rights.

SCHRADE: I don't remember if there were other trade union
peocple there that day.

CONNORS: I know um, Jimmy [James B.] Carey from IUE
[International Union of Electrical, Radio, and Machine
Workers]--

SCHRADE: He was not thera.

CONNORS: He was not there.

SCHRADE: No. I don't think any prominent--

CONNORS: Scomabody like Don Slaiman from AFL-CIO?

p 5!
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SCHRADE: No, I don't remember. It was mostly church
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people and waltef;g?d King that day. 1 remember thare was

a picture on a Life magazine cover showing-- I think an

e
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archbighop from the Greek Orthodox church was there with

Walter &nd King on the steps of thae court.

CONNORS: In this UAW Solidarity article, there'’s a picture %

of Walter and Martin Luther King, [Ralphl Abernathy, and L

the Greek Orthodox leader.

"Y' 1N

SCHRADE: Yeah. That's the day.

CONNORS: And then it was only a short time later that

dils t v ¢

watts blew up. What was your response to that? Just to
get some of the context, it was a hot night and a guy was
arrested and people started to--

SCHRADE: Rebel against mistreatment by the police, which
is a constant thing even today. Well, in events like that
you always know where you were. And we were at UC
[University of Californis)] Senta Barbara UAW summer scheqgl
with a couple of hundred local union people who were on our
annual summer school retreat. Actually, we were assembled
at the Fund for the Republic Center for the Study of
Democratic Institutians with [Robert] Hutchins, because he
alwavs ilnvited us over there when we were at UC Santa
Barbara. I always told him that we felt welcone there
because the money that the Ford Foundation had given them

was out of the sweat and blood of Faord workers, and he
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enjoyed that idqa. So we would get into discussions about u
the condition o:': UAW and the labor movement. . %
And 1 remembhf:Tad Watking was with us at that

school. We had already organized what we hoped would be n::
community union in Watts, and Ted was one of the people
was giving leadership. Ted had been a committeeman at the™
UAW Ford local uh, in Pico Rivera, Local 923, and a very ff
militant, good representative for the union. And he was
also a community activist in Watts from the late forties,

and he lived in the Palm Lane houging development, which is
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now the site of the Martin Luther King [Jr. Generall
Hospital, where he organized street meetings and to meke
demands end win concessions from the powers that be, So he
was a natural for leadership in what became the Wattas Labor
Community Action Committee. So when the Watts riots or, as
we usually say, rebellion, broke out we had an organization
in place. So Ted left the summer school in Santea Barbara
with some of the pecple from the Watts area to go back home
because they knew their families were in jeopardy and their
houses and so forth, And in doing that we arranged for a
communications system so that we were in touch with them
all through this pariad because#w%w tight
security around there. The [National] Guard was called out
and law enfarcement was there ?nd everything, because it

was a widespraad n around central L.A. for
/-"\.‘_,_r
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several days. So we were on the scene through our
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representatives ;' a, and it was one way we could keep in

touch with what wae going on.
In fact, the mattress that Monica and I are now
sleeping on was a product of that event, because Seanial

Ostrow, a great benefactor in town--he died a few years

ago--helped gtart the free clinic, medical clinic for
indigents. He was at the Center for the Study of
Democratic Ingtitutions that day. He was one of the

supporters, financial supporters there and always
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participated with Hutchins in his discussions. So Senial
asked me, ha said, "Paul, I've got a factory in that area,
a mattress factory. Would you check to sea 1f it's going
to be burned or if it’'s been burned, because we've got no
communication. It's been evacuated, and we don't know.”
and I said, "Well, I'll do better than that. I'll let them
know it'e a friendly place.” So 1 got word to Watkins, and
watkinsg said no, it hadn't been burned and that they would
8o anything they could, whiah I didn't know if they were
able to or not, but it wasn't burned out. So I saw Senial
months later and I said, "Senial, I need a2 mattress.”™ He
gaid, "XI'll give you ane at cost.” ({laughter] So that's
the mattress we still have.

CONNORS: Twenty-five years later. What were the origins

of the Labor Community Action Committee? That was
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establiehed prior to the riot?
SCHRADE: Yeah, g%i?964 although we started developing the
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idea in '63. Well, one of the things about the civil

rights movement is that I felt that it was important that
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we be out in the national movement and identified with }
and others. But civil rights start at hame. What are ydﬁ ;

doing in your own local situation? We had discussions with S

a 1lot of the black union leadership sbout this, among them
Ted Watking. I think the first thing that triggered in our

heads here that we could be doing something about sccnomic
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rights questions, abaut entitlements, ebout empowerment,
was to build organization in the poor sections of the black
comnunity and the Latino community.

There was a memorandum--I°1ll have to f£ind that
someday--written by Brendan Sexton and Ralph Showalter and
Mike Sv‘rdoff. Brendan and Ralph were in the education
department in the UAW, and Brendan was always a very
important person in my life because he was full of i<deas
and a wonderful man, Mike Svérdoff finally went to the
Ford Foundation, was a fundaer of a lot of community
programs. He came out af the UAW in Connecticut. And this
memorandum talked about building community organization
through unions. And the concept as I understood it was
that we could organize in factories and build structure and

win power, win benefits, economic benefits, and 80 forth,
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why couldn't this concept work in the community? Thore
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were some people * UCLA who had just done a study on

poverty, EO we sort of selected a particular area, watts
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and East Lo® Angeles as the two areas. Let's see, Paul

Bullock was involved in that and Red Sperling, both at
UCLA. Pseul's not with us anymore. Sperling, I think,

to the Teamsters union, - .

N

CONNORS: Paul Bullock, In 67, had the [UCLA] Institute

Myl

for Industrial Relations put cut a study of his called

Fighting Poverty, The View from Watts. It was a summation.
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SCHRADE: It was an immense study on all the conditions:
education, health care, income, and 8¢ forth that came out
of UCLA., And that sort of gave us a data kase for working,
although poverty is poverty, and the people who know it
bast are the pecple in the comunity. So we thought that
building with the pecple in the comunity was a way to deal
with these questiona. 8o we finally wound up with about
eleven unions in our group as a trade union support for a
community union, and I was chair of that group. What we
did was canvas the unions.

CONNORS: Wes that eleven locala? dJr aleven
internationals?

SCHRADE: Internationals, yeah, yeah. We canvassed our
manbership and unlon leadership for those persons who lived

in East L.A. and lived in Watts to work as a nucleus of
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organizatian. It's a typical union organizing kind of
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thing:; you go afp&%zthe people who are interestad and had

some skilla. Wa ﬂﬁd a lot of good people working in the

UAW and thase other unions in Watts, although most of the
people came from the UAW because Ted was a natural leaderﬁ;"
and had these contactgs, and we were giving it official E -
supoort. .xgﬁﬁg
CONNORS: Is Ted atill arcund?

SCHRADE: Oh, yeah. He's still head of the Watts Labor

Community Action Committee. (T‘eal died Ooteben PALYS qu_g)

So we had a vory small group going in 1964. But in
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'65, the advantage of having a group like that was that the
Johnson administration, the OEQ [0Office of Economic
Opportunity] War on Poverty group were looking for groups
like this in order to deal with the econamici?ggial
gquestions that came out of the Watts rebellian. So we got
into a lot of the strategy meetings. Jack Conway, at that
point, was either with the Industrial Union Department of
the AFL-CIO or with QEQ: he did both jobs, and 1'm not sure
of the particular dates. So we were ahle to get programs
moving back into the OEO, into foundations, with his help
in designing our tactics and so forth. So a lot of money
began to flow through the Watts Labor Community Action
Committee.

Early on, we had two ideas that were I thought most
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important, and that is that the trade union group was an

advisary group
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monay went or what happened. We got into a real conflict

T

with Paul Bullock over this because typical acadamic--maybq;a”
not typical but what I thought was typical--is try to
maintain control over the funding and the grants and so

forth as their responsibility. And I sharply disagreed

with them and won that struggle within ocur committee, that,
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no, we were there to be friends and to be supporters, but

&
we're net going to take control like every otﬁggﬁﬁégﬁgtﬁ;g

done in the past. That the people in the community cught
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to have control over their own destinies and over the
resources. SO we won that battle, and I think that was a
good idea.

The second good idea that we had--and I think Jack
Conway was mainly responsible for this--was that we would
not just run money through our organizaticn and spend it
the way it was supposed to be spent, but we would try to
build structure that would be lasting sc that the
foundatiagjénd the government War on Poverty funds would be
used to build the corganization. And that succeeded, and I
think that's why the Watts Community Labor Action Committee
exlsts today where a lot of War on Poverty groups just went
through tha monay, which was the way it was supposed to be

dona. But I don't think the government involved in this
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wanted institutions built.
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CONNORS: Within gvarnment there waera differences of

opinion on this whole community smpowsrment, ccmmunity

action iden.
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SCHRADE: Uﬁ;?uh. [affirmative]

CONNORS: Like, the Labor Department, Willard wirtz, was

not really hot on this kind of building these kinds of -

groups, becauvse ha thought and others thought that, hell,
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you've got the Democratic party and you've got structures

and institutions that are';bpporting you there--

SCHRADE: Run by the liberal elite.

CONNORS: Right. These groups come along that seem to be
in oppogition. "WNe can't give them the money.™ But in
this case it was-- |

SCHRARE: Well, you know, that goes against the liberal
notion, which I don't think is believed by most libaralg
who are elitist--and most are elitist--and that 1s that
there ought to be self determinaticn. I mean, it's talked
about, but this is really what we were trying to

arganize, And I think our trade unlon experience gave us
that concept to work with, and that is that people ought %o
decide their lives. The thing that was wrong in the poor
communities was that they were constantly being dominated
by county welfare, the police, by their own political

leaders, and not given a chance tc really develop and
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grow. That can only happen through democratic
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institutions, 3 t's what we were trying to do and

tried to build. #£nd it works. The Watts Labar Community

OB

Action Committee still plays a very important role in

g

At

Watts. It's just too bad that other groups didn't expand .8
so that there was more development this way in the poor

communities, because Watts Labor Community Action Committee

is not that big and is not that comprehensive. But it's
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been a mighty good organization and survived a lot of the

assaults eon it, because there are elways gquestions on the
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uge of the money, who's doing what, and sc forth, but they
survived avary investigation and built a very strong
comnmunity aut of it.

Take a look at the Martin Luther King hespital. I
remembar one of our first strategy sessions with some of
the liberals from the Democratic Party who were wanting to
do something in Watts, and we from the laboxr movement, we
thought maybe housing programs would employ the mest people
in the community end provide homes fairly quickly. And Ted
disagreed with us. He said, "No, we need a hospital.® He
said one of the greatest problems is getting to the county
hospital [Los Angeles County-University of Southern
Celifornia Medical Center) 9{ just east of the civic
centsr. A lot of people don't have cars, it takes two bus

transfars to get there, and pecple just are not getting
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